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in theology but in the natural sciences as well, more particularly
in .medicine.and alchemy. The founding of universities to the
nord of the Alps during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
and the invention of printing with type toward the close of the
fifteenth century, which,followed wood engraving invented in the
previous century, assisted largely in revealing anew the literary
treasures of the past

Up to this time all treatises had to be multiplied in manuscript
form. Presumably, therefore, many discoveries were known only
to small circles and by no means to all scientists and investi-
gators. No doubt, much disconnected work was done by some
that was long known to others. As a result, the first discovery
e. g. of a process or product, has never been traced. Moreover,
as a result of tradition from one generation to another, from
one country to another, much was lost1) even though recorded
in manuscripts. Or, if inadequately recorded, it was not under-
stood. Furthermore, it was the practice among alchemists, to
use an allegorical language for the purpose of surrounding their
treatises with a mysticism suited to their spagyric art and science.
Hence these treatises were comprehensible only to the initiated.
There was still another reason why the seeking for the lapis
philosophorum was surrounded by a mystic language. It was
done partly to cover up the alchemist's own uncertainties, partly
to render it more difficult for others to find the much coveted
solution to the secret. At the same time each adept, experimenting
in his own secluded laboratory, supposed that the others already
possessed the secret.

It was with the gradual introduction of printed books during
the beginning of the sixteenth century, that the treatises of the
past became more and more the common property of those
versed in science and reading. Up to this time, and even in
later times, much that had been known to and practiced by
individuals, was lost and had to be rediscovered.

This is true of the methods of distillation and of the apparatus
used. Thus the apocryphal treatises of antiquity seem to show
that the early method of primitive distillation was discovered by
peoples widely separated both as to locality and time. Frequently

*) Compare e. g. the quotation from Adam Lonicer on p. 49.